
 

 

 

YOUTH USAGE 
In 2017, 42% of high 

school students in 
Hawai’i reported ever 

using ESDs.

42%

FLAVORED E-LIQUIDS 
With over 7,700 unique 

flavors, over 80% of 
youth who used ESDs 
use flavored e-liquid.

7k+

VOTER SUPPORT 
85% of registered Hawaii 

voters support prohibiting 
the sale of tobacco near 

schools.

85%

LEARN MORE: HIPHI.ORG

Electronic Smoking Devices: Act Now!

Policy Op*ons to 
Regulate ESDs

Permit & Tax ESDs 
ESDs are the ONLY 

tobacco products that 
do not have a tobacco 

tax, and ESD licensure is 
necessary to educate 

and enforce current laws 
impacting ESD retailers 

(i.e. age of sale).

Online Sales 
Online sales remain 

unregulated and 
creates a loophole in 

our laws regarding age 
verification, taxation, 

The Health Consequences of Using Electronic Smoking Devices 
Electronic Smoking Devices (ESDs) are devices that heat a liquid into an aerosol that the user 
inhales. The liquid usually has nicotine and flavoring in it, and other additives.

The nico)ne in ESDs and regular cigare4es is addic)ve. ESDs are considered 
tobacco products because most of them contain nico)ne, which comes from 
tobacco. Besides nico)ne, ESDs contain harmful and poten)ally harmful 
ingredients, including: ultrafine par)cles that can be inhaled deep into the lungs, 
flavorings such as dialectal, a chemical linked to serious lung disease, vola)le 
organic compounds and heavy metals such as nickel, )n and lead.

Retail Buffer Zones 
Restrict sales of 

tobacco products 
within 750 ft of schools 

and other youth-
oriented locations.

The Problem: Electronic smoking device (ESD) use among youth in Hawai‘i is on the rise, 
and ESDs have surpassed cigarettes as the most used tobacco product among youth. 

http://hiphi.org
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ctfkTOBACCO RETAIL BUFFER ZONES TO PROTECT YOUTH  
Berkeley, CA.- The Tobacco Retail Buffer Zone Ordinance signed in 2015 is 
intended to protect the health of the community, in particular the youth, by 
decreasing the likelihood that youth will consume products that are being 
marketed to them by the tobacco companies. The ordinance requires outlets 
to obtain a tobacco license to sell ESDs and E-liquids and prohibits the 
issuance of new retail tobacco licenses and sales of flavored tobacco 
products, ESDs and E-liquids within 600 ft. of public and private K-12 schools.

Youth ESD Usage Rates Rise At the Same Pace as Advertising 
Greater exposure to ESD ads is 
associated with higher odds of youth 
ESD usage. Companies have rapidly 
increased ESD adver)sing spending 
from $6.4 million in 2011 to $115 
million in 2014. Many of the themes 
used in adver)sing for cigare4es are also 
now used to adver)se ESDs including 
sex, independence, and rebellion.

Food and Drug Administration: the final deeming rule and the delay in regulation 
In May 2016, the FDA issued a final “deeming rule” extending its authority to other tobacco products, including 
electronic smoking devices effectively establishing firm regulations over the production of ESDs and e-liquids.  
Under enormous pressure from tobacco companies and the vaping industry, the FDA announced in July 2017 that 
it was delaying regulatory requirements for an additional five years.

• The tobacco products included in the 2016 
deeming rule were ESDs, Pipe Tobacco, Cigars, 
Hookah, Dissolvables and Novel/Future Products. 

• The automa)c regula)ons such as mandatory 
disclosure, repor)ng, and warning label placements 
would have protected consumers from harmful and 
poten)ally harmful ingredients - yet all these 
provisions are now delayed. 

• In 2016, the U.S. Surgeon General’s Report on E-
Cigare4e Use Among Youth and Young Adults issued 
a Call to Ac)on for lawmakers to accelerate policies 
and approaches that can reduce the public health 
threat posed by e-cigare4e use among young people 
such as: including incorpora)ng e-cigare4es into 

smoke- free policies; preven)ng the access of youth 
to e-cigare4es; price and tax policies; retail licensure; 
regula)on of e-cigare4e marke)ng that is likely to 
a4ract youth and young adults, to the extent feasible 
under the law; and educa)onal ini)a)ves targe)ng 
youth and young adults.  

• E-cigare4e use increases the possibility of 
addic)on and long-term harm to brain development 
and respiratory health. Studies have associated e-
cigare4es with the use of other tobacco products 
that can do even more damage to the body. Even 
breathing e-cigare4e aerosol that someone else has 
exhaled poses poten)al health risks. 

This document was produced by the Coali)on For A Tobacco-Free Hawai’i staff at the Hawai‘i Public Health 
Ins)tute (HIPHI). HIPHI is a non-profit hub for health, bringing community-based organiza)ons, government, 
academia, founda)ons and business together to improve the quality of life for the people of Hawai‘i.


