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What is the Trust Fund?   The Hawai‘i Tobacco Prevention and Control Trust Fund was established in 1999 by state law 
(HRS 328L-5).  Trust Fund dollars are used for “tobacco prevention and control, including but not limited to, reducing 
cigarette smoking and tobacco use among youth and adults through education and enforcement activities, and 
controlling and preventing chronic diseases where tobacco is a risk factor.” (HRS 328L-5(c)).  The Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation (HCF) has administered the Trust Fund under a contract with the Department of Health since 2000.   

Where does the money in the Trust Fund come from?  The Legislature has allocated to the Trust Fund a portion of the 
moneys received by the State of Hawai‘i from the national class action master settlement agreement with the tobacco 
industry (HRS 328L-2(b)(2)).  Currently the portion is 12.5% of annual settlement funds.  HCF manages the investment of 
those funds and the investment earnings are added to the Trust Fund.  The Trust Fund does not receive any money 
generated from tobacco taxes. 

What does HCF do for the Trust Fund?  Under HCF’s contract with the Department of Health, HCF’s Trust Fund programs 
fall into 3 categories: 

1. Investments.  We manage the investment of Trust Fund dollars. 
2. Community grants program.  We administer statewide grants to Hawai‘i nonprofit organizations to provide 

tobacco cessation counseling to smokers in priority populations with the highest smoking rates, and grants for 
youth prevention activities.  (Cessation grants by county:  Hawai‘i: 4, Maui: 3, O‘ahu: 7, Kaua‘i: 1, Statewide: 1.) 

3. Tobacco control contracts.  We administer contracts for statewide tobacco control services, including the 
Hawai‘i Tobacco Quitline (1-800-QUIT-NOW), Quitline marketing, public education and advocacy, and program 
evaluation. 

All of these activities are coordinated with the Department of Health, Tobacco Prevention and Education Program and 
are consistent with the State’s 5-Year Strategic Plan for Tobacco Use Prevention and Control in Hawai‘i. 

What are the results of the HCF’s Trust Fund work?   Some key examples of results HCF has helped to achieve:   

- 28% decrease in adult smoking rates in Hawai‘i 2000 to 2013 
- 65% decrease in youth smoking rates from 1999 to 2013 
- 21% decrease in deaths due to lung cancer from 2001 to 2013 
- In 2016, Hawai‘i became the first state to prohibit sale or possession of cigarettes and e-cigarettes to anyone 

under age 21. 
- 3 out of 4 counties have banned smoking in cars when minors are present. 
- In 2016, Hawai‘i had the third lowest smoking rate in the nation, 13.1%. 

What challenges remain? 

- Smoking remains the leading cause of preventable death in Hawai‘i and the nation.  1,400 lives are lost to 
tobacco use in Hawai‘i each year.  Tobacco-related healthcare problems cost Hawai‘i taxpayers $526 million 
each year.   

- Smoking rates are highest among Native Hawaiians, persons with mental health and substance abuse disorders, 
LGBT communities, and persons with low socio-economic status. 

- E-cigarette use is rapidly increasing among middle and high school youth, while e-cigarette advertising to youth 
remains completely unregulated.  


